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NEW VET PROJECT
AT A GLANCE
NEW VET “Network fostering the European Work-based learning system for VET
providers” general aim is to support the establishment of a European cooperation
scheme for a pilot group of VET Providers coming from Italy, France, Germany,
Slovenia and Greece and seeking a more efficient development and effective
implementation of Work-Based Learning systems at their national levels. Thus, the
project’s aim is to encourage the creation of transnational and national VET providers’
networks and partnerships to build cross-border cooperation for VET quality and
attractiveness.
In the framework of the NEW VET project, the consortium launched the “Share your
Story” contest for adult VET learners, teachers/tutors or in-company trainers/mentors
from Italy, France, Germany, Slovenia and Greece. The aim of the contest was to
present inspirational stories from VET learners, students, tutors and in-company
mentors which will contribute to attracting young people to pursue vocational
education and training and enhance their career perspectives.
Vocational education and training cater for the preparation of youth to successfully
enter the workforce and help them thrive both personally and professionally. Along
these lines, NEW VET “Share your Story” contest aims to raise awareness about
vocational education and training and through successful testimonies of VET
students, teachers and mentors, to spread the word about the opportunities that VET
can offer for many young people.
The current document has collected the winners from the NEW VET "Share your
story" contest 2020 from the five project partner countries, namely Italy, Germany,
France, Slovenia and Greece.

This document reflects only the view of its author; the EACEA and the European Commission are not
responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains.

ITALIAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
RENZO
SPITONI
VET learner

" The

Stories that meet and cross for a short and

training

and show themselves with different desires and

path that

definite time; different experiences that overlap
expectations of a shared path aimed at reaching a
level of awareness and knowledge in a fascinating

opens up

sector. Our lands, where we were born and raised

new doors"

characters, with the unforgettable flavours of food

where we have been trained and forged. With our
that nourished every cell of us. Here then is the
training path that opens up new doors of
knowledge, which introduces us to new paths
conceived of describing wonderful stories that
happen around us. This is a premise to give us
new tools to tell about the ancient story of our
region. With its differences and changes, our
region made this territory a resource and a casket.
Now it is our time to excite you .

ITALIAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
NICOLA
ANGELOZZI
VET Teacher

"The result

I'm Nicola, a science, chemistry and anatomy teacher at

went

Operators” course. Of course, the beginning was not the

beyond

Ial Marche. I was lucky enough to teach in the “Wellness
best: the girls were very refractory to rules and learning
and, using traditional methods, the results were not the

all

best. Over time, however, the more I have to know my

expectations"

and their potential. At this point, the spring that made

students, the more I became aware of their insecurities
this course the most satisfying of my life was released.
My job has become not only that of a teacher who, as
such, enunciates concepts and demands that they be
learned but, instead, also of a motivator who, for the
remaining two years of the course, tried to bring out the
skills of all the girls. The result went beyond all
expectations and, at the end of the journey; those who
were slightly capricious little girls have become young
women aware of themselves and their value.

ITALIAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
GIADA
BALDONI
VET in-company
trainer/mentor

"Hold firmly

Hold firmly a flap of wings and give yourself a firm

a flap of

represent my experience and, to me, they represent

wings and

push that takes you far. These words very well
the profound meaning of vocational training. I have
been working in this field for many years and have

give

covered various positions: teacher, project designer,

yourself a

training

trainer,

assistant

management

opportunities

aiming

consultant.
at

The

employment,

firm push

inclusion, integration, professional qualification or

that takes

the world. They are fundamental tools, through which

you far".

entrepreneurship represent large windows open to
people get in touch with their potential, developing
their talent and stimulating empathy. Training paths
light the mind and allow you to renew and experiment
yourself, seize new opportunities and open yourself
to new experiences. It represents a unique and
special recipe that can transform reality, creating
something always new. Different.

GERMAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
JULIA
SEEGER
VET learner

"Passion

In my school days, I often asked myself: What is
the benefit of what I learn here for my life? Soon

became a

it was clear: I'm going into crafts, despite my A-

profession!"

smile on people's faces. I'm a pastry chef, and I

levels. With my hands and their work I conjure a
make delicacies for every palate from various raw
materials and ingredients. No matter whether it's
chocolates, caramel, simple cakes or elaborate
tarts, decorations or showpieces, we learn how
varied our food can be and what can be done
with it. Behind every recipe there are physical
principles

and

chemical

reactions,

the

confectionery combines creativity and science.
During the training, we also learn how to handle
raw materials and ingredients responsibly. As in
every craft, in the training as a confectioner, you
develop skills that you can use not only at work
but also in everyday life. Passion became a
profession!

GERMAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
RICHARD
TISCHER
VET learner

"See the

See the world and discover new things. These needs

world and

my carpentry apprenticeship. On the top of the wish

discover
new things."

aroused in me the desire to move into the world after
list was Ireland. The green island, with warm-hearted
people and a rough climate. Rugby, traditional music,
enchanting landscape. Life in Ireland is a bit different
than at home. The supermarkets open every day.
Houses in the country have no house numbers, the
streets sometimes have no names. I worked with the
traditional carpenter James Grace at Grace Design
(gracedesign.ie) His name is program. Traditional
wooden constructions and sculptures, partly carved
with a hatchet, enchant the senses. We built a huge
shelf, drawer fronts with handles made of one piece,
and a classic roof truss construction. I learned an
incredible amount about wood, working with classical
tools and life. I am very grateful for this time and I
encourage everyone to pursue their dreams.

GERMAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
THOMAS
FRANKE
VET in-company
trainer/mentor

"As trainers

Since we started to offer apprenticeships, it has
been possible for every trainee to go on an

we learn

internship abroad. For two years now we have

and

These projects involve the renovation of a

recognize

been organizing projects for the whole class.
historical rail vehicle of the respective country.
The trainees have to make the plans for the work

how much

and then work together as a team. Sometimes it is

more

often a problem in Eritrea. Then it is interesting to

also difficult to get parts and material. This was

potential

observe the trainees. Some of them grow beyond

there is in

This year we were in Greece and everyone can be

themselves, from whom you might never expect it.

our young

proud of what we achieved. We as trainers also

colleagues."

there is in our young colleagues. Perhaps we

learn and recognize how much more potential
would never have been able to recognize it
without this internship.

FRENCH "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNER
NARINÉ
CHAHBAZYAN
VET learner

"I feel like
I’m
learning
twice as
much".

Since I arrived in France, I wanted to work in pastry
cooking. I already made cakes for friends at birthday
or wedding parties. But to be able to work in France in
this field you need to have a diploma. After 6 months
of training to improve my level in French, I started to
prepare a vocational training qualification, the CAP
pâtisserie, at the apprentice training centre. I follow
courses at the training centre and I also work with a
pastry chef to learn the job in practice. There, I am
gaining experience and practising the techniques
learned in the training center. My tutor likes to show
me his job, I master more and more professional
gestures. I feel like I’m learning twice as much. The
pastry chef has real know-how that he is happy to
share with me. Moreover, he even talked to me about
the possibility of working for him when I get my
diploma. It would allow me to have even more
experience before I become self-employed. Because
it’s my dream!

SLOVENIAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
PATRICIJA
FUČKO
VET learner

"I gained a
lot of
experience
that will

My name is Patricija Fučko, a student of the secondary
school for health care in Nova Gorica, and I would like
to present my experience with the practical training
that I went for at CIRIUS in Vipava. In Slovenian, CIRIUS
stands for education, rehabilitation and training centre,
where children and youth with special needs receive

serve me

education and training. I chose this institution, as I

in my life".

nurse. As soon as I arrived, I felt the warmth and

really enjoy working with children. There I worked as a
friendliness of both the children and the staff. And
when I actually started working, I immediately knew I
was doing the right thing. It is such a wonderful feeling
when the children and youth welcome you with a smile,
a kind word and positive energy that radiates from
them. I gained a lot of experience that will serve me in
my life. During my time there, I got to see life a little
differently, see a part of the lives of happy and lively
children who are happy, regardless of their medical
state.

SLOVENIAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
MATJAŽ
MARUŠIČ
VET
teacher

"Together,

My name is Matjaž Marušič. I work at the centre as a
teacher of practical electrotechnology classes. Since I

we try to

was little, I was always watching my father work in

gain new

how I would, one day, be an expert like my father.

his workshop, fixing electrical devices. I imagined

skills through

That wish has slowly begun to come true. I enrolled

each project".

various projects. I gained many skills that I still use in

in a technical vocational school, where I took part in
my work. Then I continued my studies at university,
which I successfully completed. After that, I began
working at the hydro-power plant company Soške
elektrarne, and after three years ended up at the
School Centre. Here I have been carrying out a great
number of projects with the students. Together, we
try to gain new skills through each project. I continue
to learn new things and pass them on to my
successors. I hope I will remain a popular professor,
who is a role model for the students, just as my
father was to me.

SLOVENIAN "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
TINA ZGAGA
VET in-company
trainer/mentor

"At the heart
of our efforts
is promoting
a welcoming
environment
for young
people".

In 2019, at Business Solutions d.o.o. we held an advanced twoweek summer IT workshop. Participants got the opportunity to
see how to work on a real project looks like and how they can
apply their theoretical knowledge in practice. At the heart of our
efforts is promoting a welcoming environment for young people,
that encourages and empowers them to achieve their own
independence, and provides them with space, an opportunity
and the support needed to actively integrate into society and the
labour market, which is why I also participated as a mentor in
the Next Talent Hub project. We received 40 applications, which
was great, and from which we selected 8 most suitable
candidates. Then we divided these talents into two groups that
operated as one company. They learnt about the entire process
from customer requirements and preparing a quote to the
production and creation of two products. Next Talent Hub is not
just a workshop, but also a hub of creativity, learning and a new
way of recruiting, as we employed some of the participants after
the project was concluded.

GREEK "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
VASSILIKI
GRAMMENOU
VET alumna

"Finally, I won
the
competition,
and this is how

I have finished my studies in linguistics, and I have
pursued a MA in Philosophy. I have worked for
almost 15 years as a teacher, but my love and
passion for clothes and fashion has always been
there. I became active in the field of clothing six
years ago. I started # by learning and practicing

I started my

pattern cutting in a three-year workshop, and after

cooperation

2016, I moved to Rome to pursue a master’s

with
Toi & Moi".

that, I enrolled in a VET course for two years. In
degree in fashion design. I stayed in Rome for a
year and a half, and then I came back to Greece
where I entered a competition. A few months ago,
while I was sitting in a coffee shop, and I was
sending out my CV, I had in my mind the ‘Hautes
Grecians’ fashion competition and if it was taking
place this summer. After a quick research, I
decided to apply at the very last moment. Finally, I
won the competition, and this is how I started my
cooperation with Toi&Moi.

GREEK "SHARE YOUR
STORY" 2020 WINNERS
EFTHIMIA
KOTOULA
VET in-company
trainer/mentor

"I 've met many
young migrants
who

abruptly

abandoned
their education
and were

My professional experience as a tutor for adults in public
vocational education and training started in 2016. In
2017, I started my professional experience in career
counselling offering career guidance and counselling for
vulnerable groups. Since then, I have met many young
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers who had abruptly
abandoned their education and were looking for new
horizons and opportunities. During the career guidance
seminars, individuals from vulnerable communities had

looking for new

the opportunity to be informed on how to get accepted

horizons and

in VET schools. They were informed that by enrolling in a

opportunities".

would facilitate job search and career development in

VET school they would be able to earn a diploma which
their field of study. Faiz from Pakistan and Sadak from
Afghanistan as well as many others who attend VET and
vocational schools offered by the Greek Manpower
Employment Organization aim to become chefs, car
technicians and mechanics and other professions too.

NEW VET Project
@NEWVET_EU

